Valencia College

Introduction to Humanities

HUMN. 1020 

Instructor: Professor Frank E. Fierro
Email: ffierro@valenciacollege.edu
Main Office: 6-118 (main Humanities office)
Office Hours: To be held by appointment.
Summer Term A 2022 
Course Description
This is a basic introduction to humanities.  It focuses on the central concepts, historical development and nature of philosophy, music, religion and art.  Most importantly, how have these changed contemporary American culture.
Prerequisite
There is no prerequisite for this course.

Textbooks

Fiero, Gloria K.  Landmarks in Humanities.  Valencia Edition.  5th Edition.  McGraw Hill 2021 
Course Outcomes and Core competencies

This course will help students to learn to:

1. Interpret works of the arts, philosophy and religion.

2. Articulate connections between the Humanities and your life.

3. Show an acknowledgement and respect for different cultures and perspectives.

4. Integrate artistic, philosophical and historical elements in different periods.

This course reinforces the following Valencia Student Core competencies:

1. Think clearly, creatively and critically by analyzing, synthesizing, integrating and evaluating symbolic works and claims of truth.

2. Value by understanding your own values as well as the values of others on an individual, cultural and global perspective.

3. Communicate by reading, listening, writing and speaking effectively.

4. Act purposefully, reflectively and responsibly by implementing effective problem solving and decision making strategies.
Attendance During the First Week of Classes

Attendance during the first week of classes is mandatory. Anyone who misses both class meetings during the first week of class will be withdrawn as a “No Show”—no exceptions

Attendance Policy During the Semester 

The instructor will take attendance regularly. There are no excused or unexcused absences. Students WILL NOT be withdrawn by the professor. It is entirely the responsibility of students to withdraw themselves, if necessary, prior to the withdrawal date. If you decide to drop the class, do not stop attending and assume you will be withdrawn. You must withdraw yourself or risk receiving the grade your work merits at the end of the grading period.

Attendance in an online class is based on a student's completion of discussion board postings. You may miss 5 discussions (absences): consider these sick days to use as you need to during the semester.  However, after your 5 absences, I will deduct 10 points from your grade for the class for each absence.  I will not accept doctor’s notes or other notes (it is private, so keep it private) so there are no excused or unexcused absences. 
Students should understand that excellent attendance improves your final grade, in part, because it prepares you for essays and exams. Conversely, poor attendance correlates with lower final grades because students do not benefit from valuable class lectures and discussions. 

For severe medical conditions that result in excessive absences, consult the Dean of Students concerning Valencia’s medical withdrawal policy.

International students, and students receiving financial aid, should be aware of how a “W” will affect their status. 

 http://international.valenciacollege.edu/current-students/maintaining-visa-status/
 http://valenciacollege.edu/finaid/satisfactory_progress.cfm
Tests and Quizzes:  I do not give makeup examinations except in cases of extreme emergency and you have to show me proof.  
Evaluation in this Course (Do these things to make your life easier, and grade better.)
*Tests grades- a midterm and final examination. (These grades count twice)

*Writing Assignments (3)
*Contributions to class discussion.

*Attendance.

Grading

90%- 100%
A

80%-89%
B

70%-79%
C

60%-69%
D

Below 60%
F
Class Policies and Conduct
Valencia College is dedicated to the advancement of knowledge and learning as well as the development of responsible and professional conduct.  A student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct as well as following all class rules.  Refer to the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook for details on this.
Preparation for class and participation in class discussions is important to doing well in this course.  Questions from students are not only welcome, but encouraged and are considered an essential part of class participation.  Students are expected to show respect to both the Professor and fellow students.  Questioning and discussion are encouraged, but must be performed in a respectful and academic manner.  Any behavior deemed disruptive by the professor will be brought to the student’s attention in private on the first occurrence.  A second infraction will be met with the student being asked to leave the room.  A third infraction will lead to a meeting between the student, professor and the department chair of the Humanities department to consider the student’s withdrawal from course.  
If you miss a test, you will have to try to reschedule a test with the professor at a later date.
I expect you all to be capable of discussion, possibly even debate, without resorting to low and pathetic forms of communication (like politicians use constantly).  You are in a college, and worthy to be here.  You should proudly act like it.  You can disagree with respect.  You can question honestly.  That is what I expect.

You may call me Mr. Fierro or Professor Fierro (I also answer to Emperor Fierro) but you may not call me by my first name.  I am also not a “dude,” “man,” or a “yo.”  Referring to me as a dude, man, yo or by my first name will just sound silly.  This is College, and part of that is learning to act in a professional manner. 

All forms of Academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia College.  Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, the alteration or otherwise misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation or misuse of identification for any reason.  Any student determined by the professor to have been guilty of the above shall be subjected to a range of academic penalties at the professor’s discretion.  Penalties include loss of credit for an assignment, examination, or project; reduction in your course grade; or a failing grade in the course.  Refer to the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook for details on this.

Classroom Behavior:

Valencia College is dedicated to promoting honorable personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia, a student assumes the responsibility for knowing and abiding by the rules articulated in the Student Code of Conduct (6Hx28:10-03). The instructor reserves the right to refer students who engage in activities that are disruptive to the learning environment to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action. 
In addition, Valencia College strives to provide a drug-free learning environment for all those involved in the academic experience. Our policy is as follows:  

	Policy:
	In compliance with the provisions of the Federal Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989, Valencia College will take such steps as are necessary in order to adopt and implement a program to prevent the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol by Valencia Community College students or employees on college premises or as part of any college activity. 


Requirements for written assignments

All written work must adhere to the following standards of excellence.
*Writing must follow the standards of form, grammar and spelling that you have learned in previous English courses.
*There is no toleration of plagiarism.  You MUST either give your sources credit for using their words, or use your own words.  This is mandatory- plagiarize and you will get 0 for a grade.

*Please turn in ALL work on Canvas as a document.  This will also apply to turning in tests as well.
*All work must be submitted on its due date.  Late work automatically loses 10 points.  It will continue to lose points after this, so turn it in quickly or continue to lose points.
*In order to get credit, late work must be handed in to me within 2 days.  If it is not handed in by then, it receives no credit.  For instance, if you have a book review due on Monday, you must turn it in on Wednesday to get any credit for it.
*All at home writing must be typed on a word processor.  
*Assignments must have the following information in MLA format.

-your name

-the name of the course and its meeting times
-the current date

-the title of the assignment

*Obviously must be typed.
*Any paper that does not meet these standards will not be graded.  You will then have to fix the paper and turn it in late for fewer points.  
*Handing in a paper early on canvas as a document, however, will result in 10 bonus points.

Final Exam
The final exam for this online class, according to the academic calendar, is to be held on the last day of class.  This final exam is the last test of the semester and covers information learned throughout the course- but focuses on information learned after the midterm.  
Withdrawal Deadline:  June 10 2022
Note to students with disabilities
Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.  The East Campus office is located in Building 5, Room 216.

Statement of Support for Students with Food/Housing/Financial Needs: Any student who has difficulty accessing sufficient food to eat, or who lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect his or her performance in the course, is urged to meet with a Counselor in the Advising Center for information about resources that may be available from the college or community.
*This outline may be changed or altered at the instructor’s discretion.  Students are responsible for informing themselves of changes announced in class.
Schedule

This is a TENTATIVE schedule at best, and I reserve the right to change it if need be to better manage the time of the class or do justice to the material we cover.  It is not written in stone (unlike the 10 Commandments) so pay attention to any changes I discuss in class.

Week 1 May 9- 13
 
The Ancient World primer


Ancient Greece and the Classical Ch.2, 3


(Allegory of the Cave- Plato)

Week 2 May 16- 20
Ancient Greece and the Classical 

  
The World of Rome Ch.4

  



Middle Ages primer

Week 3 May 23- 27
Midterms Week, Middle Ages to Renaissance
Week 4 May 30- June 3
Italian Renaissance and Reformation Ch.9, 10, 11




(Mirandola’s Oration on the Dignity of Man) 
Week 5 June 6- 10
  
Counter Reformation and Baroque primer





Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment Ch.12, 13




(Descartes’ Proof on the existence of God)

Week 6 June 13- 17    

Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment 





(Paine’s Rights of Man)
Week 7 June 20
  
Final Exam

